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Building & Construction Review
Latest data from The Van
Insurer presents a positive
outlook for the van market

Low-carbon building &
construction materials
made from recycled plastic

It’s certainly been a
tumultuous few months
for the UK’s van sector,
and the wider economy,
thanks to the Coronavirus
pandemic.

Wood is a common
material used for a variety
of building and construction
projects. It’s versatile, easy
to work with and available
in abundance. However,
it does come with its setbacks.

However, the latest
data from leading price
comparison specialist The
Van Insurer suggests
that the sector may have
started to bounce back as
the website registered a
37.7% increase in completed quotes from
April to May 2020.
The wide-spread issues that the sector
has been facing through the pandemic
have been well-documented. In April,
the SMMT highlighted a staggering
86.6% drop in new van registrations,
while The Van Insurer saw a 14% decline
in online quote completions as the UK
ground to a halt during lockdown.
Ed Bevis, Commercial and Marketing
Director at The Van Insurer, said, “There’s
no doubt that it’s been a difficult time for

both the van sector and our customers,
many of whom rely on their vans for
work.
“While we were expecting an increase
in quotes for May as the government
began to loosen lockdown restrictions,
the scale of the increase has really taken
us by surprise.
“This data shows that there is significant
pent-up demand within the market for
affordable van insurance and we’re
happy to be able to give van drivers a
helping hand as they get back out onto
the road.”
For more information on The Van
Insurer and to obtain a competitive
quote, visit: https://quotes.
thevaninsurer.co.uk/quote/

Wood, when exposed
to the elements, will
deteriorate and rot over
time and require constant
maintenance. Even treated
wood will deteriorate
over time, and with
treated wood comes the
controversial negative effects that some
preservatives have on the environment.
However, Kedel Ltd have the perfect
environmentally friendly, low-carbon
solution that is just as versatile and as
easy to work with as wood without the
added upkeep or annual maintenance
expenses.
Recycled Plastic building and construction
materials from Kedel are 100%
maintenance-free. They will never
need painting, staining or oiling at all.
They’re entirely rot-proof. The unique
manufacturing process of Kedel’s recycled
plastic lumber/timber profiles means
they’re entirely impervious to water, frost,
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insects, fungi and algae. They’re incredibly
low-carbon and they’re made from British
waste plastic that would otherwise end up
in landfill or the ocean.
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Kedel have an enormous range of
recycled plastic building materials. With
products ranging from decking, cladding,
fencing and lumber profiles, to gallows
brackets, fascia boards, benches, picnic
tables, raised beds, planters and gates.
To find out more about Kedel’s lowcarbon, recycled plastic, maintenancefree, rot-proof building materials,
simply visit: www.kedeltrade.co.uk
– alternatively you can contact us on
01282 861325 or email us at:
sales@kedel.co.uk
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Leaders in Built Environmental Safety
and Health and Wellbeing Consultancy
DCON Safety Consultants was first
established in September 2016 and is
a leading independently-owned Built
Environmental Safety, Health & Wellbeing
Consultancy based in Dublin city centre.
The company prioritises and specialises in
the highest levels of informed and intelligent
advice, senior project resource allocations
and compliance assurance. The company
benefits from a strong understanding of the
potential risks attached with the planning
of centring on the coordination of these two
zones. With a team of highly experienced
construction professionals, DCON Safety
Consultants is fully committed to its clients
and their projects enabling them to assist
with the implementation of a design and
construction management plan that meets or
exceeds its client’s expectations.

“We’re a one-stop shop safety consultancy;
we have a team of highly-experienced
construction professionals who consistently
ensure your best interest and statutory
conformity. DCON Safety is committed to
understanding the specific needs, goals and
desires of each individual client and project,”
says Diarmuid Condon, who owns and run
DCON Safety Consultants.
Indeed, DCON Safety’s greatest resource at
the heart of its operations is its exceptional
team of technical construction and safety

DCON Safety Consultants apart from
the competition. “Our Draft Construction
Management Plan offering provides client/
developers the means to demonstrate a
commitment to safety in overall planning,
coordination and control of a project from
construction commencement to completion.”
Diarmuid continued, “These safeguards seek
to support the obligation placed on a client
to produce a safe, functional and financially
viable project.”

consultant partners who provide teamoriented services on an as needed basis.
Their consultants and alliances with other key
individuals and organisations enables the
company to provide support to clients in all
divisions of design and construction safety.
DCON Safety provides an extremely dedicated
service to its clients and the company ensures
that they are the main focus for its team of
professionals.

DCON Safety provides its clients with
intelligent, practical and reasonable physical
site safety advice to enhance and support
compliance and good practice adherence.
The company is able to identify opportunities
for improvement and observations of good
practice, which are the key factors of its
services.
A noteworthy service for the company is its
expert witness service to testify authoritatively
on behalf of its client on safety and health
matters. DCON Safety benefits from Diarmuid
Condon’s expertise in this area. Diarmuid
is a competent safety professional who

DCON Safety Consultants is relentless in its
support of safe outcomes and safe design
quality to help its clients realise their vision,
with a rigorous controls approach to tackle
big issues head on.
“We offer Health & Safety consultancy
advice services to a broad range of clients
throughout Ireland. We have some wonderful
clients who use our services time and again.
Business is good, especially now that the
commercial, residential and public service
sectors have reactivated themselves,”
Diarmuid said.
The main services provided by DCON are
Project Supervisor for the Design Process
(CDM Advisor), Pre-Planning
Compliance, Safe Design
Adherence, Health & Safety
Strategy creation and Expert
Witness. Regardless of project
size or complexity; they maintain
a wealth of expertise in the
built environment and generate
distinctive and innovative ideas
born out of tradition construction
service inputs and outputs.
Strategically supporting a positive
planning decision is what sets

Diarmuid Condon, Owner of DCON Safety
Consultants

up DCON Safety Consultants, Diarmuid was
responsible for Safety, Health & Quality
consultancy services in Ireland for a global
project management/cost management
consultancy. “I was afforded the opportunity
to hone my technical and soft skills
while working on some of Ireland’s most
recognisable projects,” Diarmuid stated.
DCON Safety Consultants impressive
client-base includes Hines Ireland, Lioncor
Developments, Dalata Hotel Group, daa
plc, Maynooth University, Westridge RE, Irish
Life, Redrock, Roundhill Capital, various Data
Centre clients and many more partnerships
with various design practices.
“We would like to take this opportunity to
thank them all for their continued support,”
Diarmuid concluded.
For any further information, please see the
details below.

works closely with his clients to help them to
identify exactly what kind of safety expert they
need. Diarmuid uses his extensive network
of contacts to recruit precisely the right
person to protect his clients’ interests and
uses his unique perspective to encourage,
support and mentor the abilities of his
colleagues. Diarmuid is an integral part of
the company and ensures that it excels in
providing services to its clients, and displays
exceptional achievement designing and
executing strategic safety plans and systems.

Contact
T +353 1 611 1556
www.dconsafety.com

In addition, Diarmuid has contributed his
invaluable construction expertise to more
than 400 different projects over a
20 year period. He maintains an
extensive client list which includes:
public sector departments, corporate
owners, real estate developers, main
contractors, design professionals
and infrastructural bodies.
A quantity surveyor by qualification,
Diarmuid consistently demonstrates
his extensive knowledge and
expertise including prior to setting
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Your bespoke glazing experts

glazing systems, 1st Folding Sliding Doors
works closely with established manufacturers,
offering both UK and offshore designed
systems with lead times as short as one week.
The company boasts over 15 years’ experience
in overcoming the technical difficulties involved
in the design, manufacture and installation of
bespoke products, and is dedicated to working
through any technical issues a builder, architect
or project manager may have.

ours are weatherproof. We’ve also released
a range of crittall-style doors made from
aluminium, rather than steel, but with the
same heritage look. Our design department
is currently working a number of new and
exciting products, including a piston operated
manual skylight, which avoids the need for
electrical operation,” Darren said.
1st Folding Sliding Doors attends a number of
trade shows each year, attracting increasing
levels of interest every time. The company
regularly attends the Grand Designs Live show
in Birmingham, and the Ideal Home show at
Olympia, London.

This expert technical support is in addition to
the company’s team of fully trained in-house
installers and expert support services for its
trade customers, which combine to ensure that
1st Folding Sliding Doors offers the best overall
package available in the market today.

Building and Construction Review is proud
to recommend 1st Folding Sliding Doors for
its dedication to pushing the boundaries of
architectural glazing.
Established in 2004 and based in west London,
the company offers bespoke glazing solutions,
including sliding doors, bi-folding doors, glass
roof structures, windows, and frameless
glass balustrades. These are perfect for both
residential and commercial applications,
helping to transform an environment and
enhance the relationship between the inside
and the outside of a building. Indeed, 1st
Folding Sliding Doors offers unparalleled advice
to ensure that the correct products are chosen
to maximise the bespoke design its customers
are hoping to achieve.
Manufacturing and designing innovative

“I think one of our key advantages is that
we always try and think outside of the box,”
explained Darren Johnson, Web & Social
Media Manager. “We often do things that
others might not; because we’re a smaller
company, we have the flexibility and freedom
to do this. Our manufacturing processes can
be highly versatile, producing made-to-order
products, and we work very closely with our
customers. We offer a free site visit to ensure
that everyone is on the same page and part of
the conversation; this guarantees that we will
create the right solution for every customer.”
Indeed, 1st Folding Sliding Doors is an excellent
choice for architects and property developers
looking to add a unique and sophisticated
touch to home renovation projects. “We want
people to ask questions and enquire about
what we do; we love a challenge, and want to
help our customers achieve their vision.”
The sheer quality of 1st Folding Sliding
Doors’ products and services is proven in its

If you would like to find out more information
on 1st Folding Sliding Doors’ full range of
products and expert services, head to the
website. Here, you can also see some stunning
images of the company’s past and current
projects, to help inspire your next architectural
project.

membership of the Glass & Glazing Federation
(GGF), FENSER and it is using their 10 year
insurance backed guarantee to better serve
its customers and their project teams. As a
subsidiary of GGF, GGFi is a leading provider
of Insurance Backed Guarantees on behalf of
the home improvements industry, and it has
built a stellar reputation over the last 15 years.
Without a doubt, GGFi offers homeowners
guaranteed protection and peace of mind in
their investment, so they can focus on creating
their architectural vision.

Alternatively, don’t hesitate to get in touch
using the contact details below to discuss your
needs.
T 0208 997 2448
www.1stfoldingslidingdoors.co.uk

What’s more, 1st Folding Sliding Doors is part
of the FENSA scheme, which allows companies
that install replacement windows and doors
to self-certify compliance under government
building regulations, without the need for a
separate assessment from Building Control.
This is yet another reason why working with
1st Folding Sliding Doors will ensure an efficient
and pain-free experience throughout the life of
a project.
“Some recent products have been our brand
new pivot door for external usage,” said
Darren. “Not many companies are offering
external pivot doors as they can cause
difficulties with keeping water out, however
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New hydraulic DesignSoftware for
HAURATON surface drainage systems
HAURATON’s new web-based application
‘DesignSoftware’ provides construction industry
professionals with quick, simple hydraulic analysis,
channel sizing, project design and product specification
for the company’s range of surface drainage systems
(for landscape, commercial and civils projects) whilst
working on their own desk-top computers, laptops and
tablets.
Immediate access for registration and use of this new
hydraulic design software is achieved through the link:
https://hydraulicdesign.hauraton.com
User-friendly and free-of-charge, HAURATON
‘DesignSoftware’ provides engineers with the flexibility
to create their own drainage designs and project
specifications, with just three clicks to a hydraulic
calculation.
HAURATON has used their ‘in-house’ hydraulic design
software to create project designs for over 30 years with

total reliability.
In addition to this new software application, HAURATON
offers a comprehensive design service, which is also
free of charge.

▲ Rainfall intensity options in mm/h, l/s*Ha and l/s*m2.
▲ UK Software: UK Rainfall Map using data from ‘Flood
Studies Report’. User options for Return Period, Storm
Duration and Climate Change.
▲ Automatic and manual channel run design functions.
▲ Constant-depth and step-fall channel configuration
options.
▲ Accommodates both 0% and positive longitudinal
ground slopes.
▲ Detailed hydraulic analysis of channel run designs.
▲ Controlled discharge function for HICAP® Slot Channel
designs.
▲ Quick user tools for adding/duplicating runs,
resetting designs, adding notes etc.
▲ ‘Drag & Drop’ function for adding Point Inflows to the
channel run design. Tributary channels can be linked
to the main channel run being designed.
▲ ‘Drag & Drop’ function for adding system Accessories
to the channel run design.
▲ Comprehensive product library for ‘one-stop’
specification data. HAURATON website links for

Further information is available at:
www.hauraton.co.uk or by phoning 01582 501380.
Software: https://hydraulicdesign.hauraton.com
HAURATON DesignSoftware – Features & Functions
▲ User-friendly, intuitive interface with quick, clear,
simple steps to final calculations.
▲ Hydraulic calculations based on widely used
‘Modified-Manning-Strickler’ formula. Hydraulic
discharge provided on a free outflow basis.
▲ Accommodates HAURATON’s core range of linear
drainage systems for total design flexibility (for
landscape, commercial, civils and other project
types). Includes all channel types and depths
available.

additional product information.
▲ HELP file and tool-tips for detailed design guidance
and advice.
▲ Project folder for registered users offering safe and
secure server storage of final designs. Option to
export design files for external storage.
▲ Automatic generation of .pdf project documents for
specification support. Hydraulic Analysis, Materials
List and Information datasheets available.
Design Reassurance
DesignSoftware has been tested extensively and the
methodology validated by an independent hydraulics
consultancy company. HAURATON’s ‘in-house’ hydraulic
design software has been used successfully by their
own technical personnel for over 30 years with total
reliability.
Confidential
Registered users (password protected) have access to
safe and secure server storage regarding their final
designs. Designs remain strictly confidential unless users
tick to ‘share with HAURATON’. Registered users have
the option to export design files for external storage in
their own computers or for sharing with colleagues for
further design or discussion. DesignSoftware has been
configured to comply fully with GDPR ‘data privacy’
regulations.
Experience & Expertise
A world leader in the manufacture of modular surface
drainage systems, HAURATON drainage products
have been supplied onto major projects within the
UK and international markets for over sixty-five years.
HAURATON developed their first linear drainage system
in 1956. Since that time the HAURATON brand has
become known around the world as a benchmark for
quality, reliability, durability and service.

Full software solution for offsite construction
Within this issue of Building and Construction Review
we are proud to reveal that we have chosen to
feature hsbcad for our BCR Recommends profile.
hsbcad is a market leading software solutions
company that provides a range of software for the
offsite construction industry. “We are a software
supplier and consultancy company for the offsite
construction industry. We provide training and
consultancy services for our software and are able
to develop customised solutions designed to specific
requirements of our customer,” said Alberto Jena,
Managing Director.
hsbcad offers a whole host of flexible software
solutions and is based on intelligent 3D building
model from Autocad Architecture or Autodesk Revit.
Using CAD, CAM and BIM, hsbcad’s software is well
equipped and adaptable to work with companies to
support their production methods and technologies.
The software has been expertly designed to provide
customers with a full solution for all planning
phases of prefabricated house construction and
provides data flow throughout the whole planning
process. The software supports companies from
initial drawing of the first design to production and
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maintenance of the final construction piece.
In terms of its range of software, hsbcad maintains
three software solutions: hsbdesign, hsbmake and
hsbshare. “Each of our software solutions works
great individually, but creates a full solution for
customers when used together.”
Alberto explained, “By using the software together,
it provides a solution throughout the whole process
encompassing design, production and monitoring.”
hsbdesign is a collaborative BIM software solution,
which is a great tool for designers, project engineers,
production and site teams, to detail and design
projects. The software helps customers make their
designs production ready and is renowned as
the most powerful detailing software in the offsite
construction industry. Intelligent, efficient and reliable,
hsbdesign is continuously updated to ensure it
meets the latest industry standards and is extremely
versatile, enabling customers to customise their
projects and collaborate with stakeholders using all
the latest standards of BIM.
hsbmake is a production management system
which has been created to enable users to produce,

assemble and deliver their projects. Optimising
production, hsbmake improves production
processes and enables customers to control their
factory efficiently. The software allows users to:
communicate efficiently with their shop floor, keep
process inventories, gain overviews and insights into
their production site and provides material handling
at high quality standards.
hsbshare is web-based application software using
hsbcad’s BIM Cloud-platform that enables customers
to virtually monitor their projects. hsbshare is a
collaboration tool that facilitates and unites all
stakeholders, in the design and production process
of projects in an easy to use platform.

A couple of notable upcoming appearances for the
company, Alberto told us that, “We will be attending
the OFFSITE EXPO in Coventry in September and The
Offsite Construction Show in London in November.”
Speaking of the company’s future plans, hsbcad
plans to continue providing its expert solutions for
the offsite construction industry and remain a reliable
software specialist for design, production and
monitoring of offsite projects. Alberto expanded that,
“The company is growing and we plan to continue
our growth and expand on our products.”
T 0203 384 2008
www.hsbcad.com
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Drainage News

Hauraton high capacity surface drainage installed
at Vertex Business Park, Bristol
The Vertex Business Park is a 4.8 acre site located in the
Emersons Green Enterprise zone. Being just four miles
from Junction 19 on the M4 motorway, the 11 warehouse/
office complex has tree lined boulevards and generous
landscaped areas incorporating dedicated car parks,
concreted access and hard standing designed to handle
HGV traffic. With such a large concreted area an effective
surface water drainage system was essential.
Having supplied high capacity surface water drainage
channels for hard-standing areas at numerous
distribution centres thorough out the UK, Hauraton were
confident their RECYFIX® HICAP® high capacity channels
would comply with the stringent specification asked for by
the contractors.
Three sizes of RECYFIX® HICAP® F–2000, 3000 and 5000,
with a loading category Class F900 (900kN) were used to
drain the HGV hard standing and car park areas at the
Park. All the sizes supplied had fixed ductile iron, 14mm
open slot inlets finished with KTL, a rust resistant coating.
By affording a superior overall hydraulic performance, the
216 metres of channel installed, provided a water storage
volume totalling 8,904 litres.
The HICAP® system generally allows engineers and
contractors’ flexibility in layout by reducing number of

RECYFIX HICAP Inspection Cover
®

®

RECYFIX® HICAP®
area be efficiently drained, the installed system has to
withstand the twisting forces exerted by truck wheels.

Business Units
channel runs normally required to drain a given area.
This can mean less underground excavations, materials
and vastly reduced installation time. Usually as there
are fewer runs required, the surfaces strength is not
compromised while future maintenance and cleaning will
also be reduced.
With laden HGVs weighing up to 44 tonnes, manoeuvring
trucks impose an enormous twisting stresses on the
surface drainage components. So not only must the

Cat Jones, the Hauraton Project Manager, was certain
the company’s high capacity channels chosen for this
job would easily match the specification demanded
by Kore Construction, “The RECYFIX® HICAP® F channel
components are made from specially formulated tough
RECYCLED polypropylene (PP) and as each one metre
channel used, including its ductile iron inlet, weighed less
than 25kg it allowed one-man-lift, so greatly simplified
the handling & logistics for the contractor, who found the
combination of a tough PP channel and ductile iron slot
inlet highly resisted to site damage during installation.”
T 01582 501380
www.drainage-projects.co.uk

Hauraton surface drainage and service channel
systems installed at Central Park, Avonmouth
At 600 acres, Central Park, Avonmouth, Bristol
is a warehouse and distribution development,
strategically located between the M49 motorway
on its Eastern boundary and the A403 to the West.
These roads connect to the M4 (J22) to the North
and the M5 (J18) to the South. In addition to the
excellent road network the development is located
near a rail terminal and container port. When fully
developed, Central Park is destined to be the South
West’s largest distribution hub. With the completion of
Phase 1, it already provides distribution warehousing
for companies such as Royal Mail, Lidil, Tesco,
Next, Warburtons, GKN, The Range, DHL, Amazon,
Farmfoods, Davies Turner and CHEP.
The sheer size of the Central Park development has
meant that various companies have invested in
the Park’s facilities. A 40 acre site has been built by
Berberry, a privately owned property development
and investment company based in the West
Midlands. They demanded the contractors achieve
the highest environmental standards for the surface
water drainage systems installed.
With areas designated for HGV access and hard
standing, car parks and areas accessed by
smaller commercial vehicles, the road and yard
surfaces employed included concrete, asphalt and
block paving. This meant various types of surface
channelling were required by the contractor,

Churngold
Construction,
to ensure
the drainage
needs of the
site as a whole.
Hauraton
systems;
RECYFIX®
HICAP®,
FASERFIX®
SUPER,
RECYFIX®
MONOTEC and
ENVIROKERB
were chosen
RECYFIX® HICAP® Entrance
to meet the
drainage requirements. FASERFIX® SERVICE channel
was also specified to house cables and coolant
pipe-work.
Three sizes of RECYFIX® HICAP® F–1000, 2000 and
3000, were selected, all with a loading category of
Class F900 (900kN). This system was used to drain
the HGV access and hard standing concreted areas.
All the channels supplied are made of RECYCLED
polypropylene (PP) with fixed ductile iron, 14mm open
slot inlets finished with KTL, a rust resistant coating.
The HICAP system has proved in similar applications
to resist the weight (up to 44 tonnes) and twisting
forces of HGV wheels. By affording a superior overall
hydraulic performance, the 302 metre channel runs
provide a water storage volume totalling 10,051 litres.
The asphalted areas accessed by HGVs and smaller
commercial vehicles were drained by 22 metres of
FASERFIX® SUPER 100 Fibre Reinforced Concrete (FRC)
channels fitted with Class F900 ductile iron gratings.

RECYFIX® MONOTEC

FASERFIX® SERVICE Channel

These channels feature metal protection along
their top edges, not only does this detail provide
exceptional wear resistance and increased load
bearing capability, the components are so strong,
even prior to installation they are able to endure the
rigours of building sites.
In total 82 metres of RECYFIX® MONOTEC 100x230mm
(Loading category Class D400) were used to drain
the car park block/asphalt surfaces. The MONOTEC
one metre long channel component is of a sturdy
monolithic design where the HEELSAFE grating & the
tongue and groove linking system are integral to the
channel moulding. The whole unit is made of tough,
virtually unbreakable RECYCLED polypropylene (PP)
formulated to be very resistant to daily temperature
fluctuations from frost conditions to strong sunlight,
including the Ultra Violet (UV) spectrum. PP is
naturally resistant to de-icing salt. Complying with
the requirements of EN 1433, the PP is given its UV
resistance by adding just sufficient stabiliser so that
the structural strength of the material is unaffected
and a consistent appearance is maintained.
Landscaped roads into the Park incorporated over
492m – ENVIROKERB 305/385mm kerb drainage
which complemented the other surface water
channel systems installed.
Tim Connolly, Managing Director at Hauraton,
was pleased that drainage contractor, Churngold
Construction, found the ENVIROKERB drainage
components easy to install. “Having the appearance
of standard concrete kerb, the ENVIROKERB
components are in fact made from 100% RECLAIMED
polyethylene PET, HDPE and LDPE plastic bottles and
packaging materials.
“Each half metre component weighs far less than
concrete, allowing units to comply with the maximum
25kg ‘one-man-lift’ legislation. In addition, the
recycled material is impact resistant making the
components almost unbreakable and much less
vulnerable to the usual on-site damage prior to
pavement and roadway completion.”
As well as the surface drainage products supplied, 13
metres of FASERFIX® SERVICE 300 channels with Class
E600 ductile iron covers were installed providing
protection for cables and coolant pipe-work to two
condenser units. The 300mm channel incorporates
a perforated steel galvanised cable tray that is
suspended within the run keeping the cables and
pipe-work clear of any water that may access the
channel. The water is then safely drained away.

RECYFIX® HICAP®
Cat Jones, the Hauraton Project Manager for this
job, commented, “Although the original Hauraton
channel selection was agreed, specification changes
during construction meant the channels needed
to be changed at short notice. Working closely
alongside the contractor ensured that when changes
were required we quickly provided a solution that
ensured site-work could continue without delay.
Detailed project management is essential when
dealing with large sites.”
T 01582 501380
www.drainage-projects.co.uk

FASERFIX® SUPER 100
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Industry leader in importing certified timber
Vandecasteele
Houtimport
is a fourth
generation,
family run
business that
imports timber
and timber
products from
more than
45 countries.
The company
specialises
in the import,
trading and
export of Tropical
Hardwood from
Africa, Southeast
Asia and South America, Scandinavian and Russian
Softwood, Siberian Larch, North American Soft and
Hardwood and European Hardwood.
“We import, stock and distribute hardwood and
softwood from all over the world to over 30 countries.
Due to the fast pace of modern industry, we can
react quickly to our customers' demands and deliver
stocks difficult to source within days on our own fleet
of 18 vehicles,” said Genevieve Standaert, Export
Manager.

latest thermal modification processes. Thermo Ayous
Wood Cladding is a popular choice next to a whole
range of traditional species such as Western Red
Cedar, Siberian Larch, Oregon Pine, European Oak
and many Tropical Hardwoods which are commonly
specified by Architects.

“Vandecasteele has the resources and ability to
adapt to the sensitivity of the market and bridges the
gap between sources of supply in Africa, Far East,
South America and North America to Europe, in a
matter of days.” Genevieve stated, “This makes the
company the first choice with many importers and
merchants. Utilising its most impressive and vast
stockholding of Hardwoods and Softwoods coupled
with strong environmental credentials.”
Vandecasteele Houtimport has over 130 timber
species in stock including the new addition of
European Oak FSC® in Joinery, Prime and Super
Prime grades. With a broad range spanning from
the most expensive and rare hardwoods, to a full
assortment of softwoods, Vandecasteele Houtimport
provides a selection of wood available in various

quantities and sizes.
100% of the softwoods stocked are certified.
Over 30,000m3 of the Tropical hardwood stock
is now certified and this number is still growing.
Vandecasteele has a dedicated team to ensure all
due diligence is up to date. In addition to the strict
due diligence process, Vandecasteele has invested in
a forest engineer in Brazil to ensure full control on the
CoC of the Brazilian timbers purchased. This makes
Vandecasteele Houtimport the biggest stockholder of
certified tropical timbers in Europe.
A feat within the company’s range is Thermo Ayous,
a thermally modified timber which is an excellent
choice for cladding. Thermo Ayous is a knot free clear
grade hardwood, which has been created using the

Vandecasteele Houtimport maintains a strong stance
on meeting sustainable and environmental aims
within its business. “Since 2000, Vandecasteele
Houtimport has committed itself through the
Corporate Sustainability Charter, by signing up to
environmental objectives and exceeding applicable
environmental legislation.” Genevieve elaborated,
“The charter is a management tool and incorporates
the 17 Sustainable Development Goals of the United
Nations. This year, Vandecasteele will obtain the
UNITAR certificate from CIFAL FLANDERS.”
With a clear dominating presence through
the company’s 135 years of trading in wood,
Vandecasteele Houtimport is continuing its
commitment to its customers and suppliers and is
striving to continuously improve its business. The
company has also set a challenging goal to stock
100% certified timbers from 2025 and looks to the
future with confidence.
T 0032 5643 3300
www.vandecasteele.be

Why do the world’s leading dance companies choose Harlequin floors?
Professional dancers can spend hours working in
a dance studio, it is their place of work and should
offer a safe environment fit for purpose. The floor
is a dancer’s most important work tool; not only is
it the canvas for their creativity, it also gives them
protection against slips, falls and longer-term stress
injuries.
Experienced dancers can judge a good floor
instinctively as to whether or not it feels right. And
if it feels right they can effectively forget about the
floor and concentrate on putting all their focus
and concentration into the artistic performance. A
confidence that comes from a reassurance they are
not going to slip and fall, that lifts can be performed
safely and on landing from jumps the response
of the floor consistently returns the right amount
of energy absorption. Quantifying this subjective
rating of a floor into a series of repeatable tests is
no simple task. Anyone specifying floors for dance
should remember that dancers may not be the
commissioning clients, but they are the end users.
Major dance companies understand this, which is
why it is not uncommon to ask their dancers to ‘test’
floors before the final choice is made.
It is a common assumption that a well-designed
sports floor will suit the needs of dancers, but this is
not the case.

nor too soft. A hard floor has the effect of causing
serious return shock waves and can bring about
injuries or premature wear in the cartilage. A soft
floor causes the muscles, and therefore the tendons,
to work harder. Additionally, a floor that is too soft
can be dangerous for dancers because of the effect
of surprise.
There are some critical factors that distinguish
the requirements of dance from those of sports
played on a sports floor. Many sports require a firm
floor which allows balls to bounce predictably. By
contrast dancers need more absorption from the
floor to protect them on landing from jumps. A good
dance floor instills confidence in dancers to give full
expression to their creativity, safe in the knowledge
the dance floor will offer a consistent response.
Unlike sportsmen who wear increasingly high-tech
air-cushioned shoes to give grip and protect against
impact injuries, the modest ballet shoe has barely
changed in design since the mid-18th Century. Made
from soft leather, canvas or satin, the ballet shoe is
very flexible, has a thin sole and offers little protection
for the wearer.
But not all dance floors are the same, only a floor
developed specifically for dance will do. There may
be a temptation to specify floors for aesthetic or
budget reasons, or to specify sports floors in the
mistaken belief they will be suitable for dance but
there have been some high-profile examples where
floors have had to be replaced by a dance company
after the building is complete and dancers have their
first experience of dancing on the floors.
Generally, dancers should refuse to perform on
unsuitable floors and demand the right to have
a touring floor that has the same absorbent
characteristics as the floor installed in their rehearsal
studio. A dance floor should be neither too supple

The flooring manufacturer has a role to play in
ensuring dancers have a safe environment in which
to rehearse and perform.
Harlequin is widely recognised as the world’s
leading authority on dance floors. As an enlightened
manufacturer Harlequin has always worked closely
with the dance community to develop floors that
dancers want to dance on. Flooring products in the
Harlequin portfolio were typically evolved to meet
the specific needs of a particular dance style and
have been developed in conjunction with dancers
themselves.
Aware of the high injury level among dancers,
Harlequin is an active supporter of IADMS
(International Association for Dance Medicine and
Science) and of NIDMS (National Institute of Dance
Medicine and Science). NIDMS through shared
expertise and a network of multidisciplinary partners,
is working to provide better and more affordable

access for all dancers to high quality, evidencebased, dance specific health care and dance science
support services.
Leading dance companies from around the world
trust Harlequin to keep their dancers safe in their
rehearsal dance studios, on stage and, more
recently, while dancing from home.
But this assurance of quality is not only applicable
to elite dancers. It is equally important to provide
amateur dancers in performing arts colleges,
universities & schools with the same quality flooring.
Aspiring dancers need protection too if they are to
avoid cutting short their potential dance careers.
There is no doubt, the choice of flooring is critical. For
over 40 years Harlequin has been the performance
floor of choice for the world’s most prestigious dance
and performing arts companies, theatres, venues
and schools.
Harlequin’s experience and reputation are founded
on the design, manufacture and supply of a range
of high quality portable and permanent sprung and
vinyl floors chosen by the world’s leading venues –
from the Royal Opera House, to the Bolshoi Theatre,
the Paris Opera Ballet to Sydney Dance Company.
Harlequin offers free advice to ensure dance
companies, schools and venues install dance floors
best suited to their particular use.
For more information, please visit: www.
harlequinfloors.com or call +44 (0)1892 514888.
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Outdoor Building News

George Barnsdale to supply windows for former Dickensian Workhouse
George Barnsdale is delighted to announce it
has been chosen to manufacture and install the
timber windows for a renowned Grade II listed
former workhouse building in Fitzrovia, London.
Part of the Bedford Passage Development, the
project is being undertaken by University College
London Hospitals Charity to provide mixed
residential and commercial accommodation.
The Strand Union Workhouse is said to have
been used by Charles Dickens as inspiration
for his 1837 novel Oliver Twist and was listed
Grade II in 2011. A total of 119 timber box sliding

sash single and double glazed windows will
be designed and manufactured by George
Barnsdale in the company’s Lincolnshire factory
alongside some timber flush casement windows
and doorsets. The company’s installation team
will fit them this autumn/winter.
Commenting on the project, Steve Dixon,
Sales Director, said, “We are delighted to
have the opportunity to work on this exciting
development. We have delivered timber
windows and doors on numerous projects
throughout London but this has very special

provenance with its links to Dickens and Florence
Nightingale. We really do pride ourselves on the
part we play in bringing these historical buildings
back to life with our bespoke products.”
George Barnsdale’s experience with such
commercial projects is extensive and a vast
amount of thermal and acoustic data is held by
the company from the research it has conducted
on behalf of clients. As a result, the team is
able to offer the optimum solution in terms
of performance while retaining the original
aesthetic of the building.

T 01775 823000
enquiries@georgebarnsdale.co.uk

FloorStak: A
unique levelling
product for
temporary
flooring

FloorStak is the brand name for a range
of products aimed originally at the
temporary structures market, though
the innovative concepts involved have
helped the company to find interesting
applications in more conventional
building projects.
The range includes support and
levelling systems for structures and
floors, adjustable balustrading, modular
steps and height variable access
ramps. The design concept for all
products stresses safety and reliability
combined with ease of installation
– critical factors in the ‘Event Industry’
applications where FloorStak products
are extensively used.
These attributes have also helped
FloorStak to find favour in other, less
obvious settings. A recent project
involved the provision of an elevated
structural base for the Rugby Clubhouse
at Chartres in France, which is situated
on the flood plain of the Eure River. The
proximity to archaeological excavations
of the former Roman settlement
meant that conventional groundwork
footings were not permitted. Other
venues such as Liverpool FC (Anfield)
and Chelsea FC have benefitted from
FloorStak in de-mountable platforms for
disabled spectators, and further afield,
supporting the elevated walkway for an
Olympic size swimming pool in Taiwan.
The team at FloorStak are confident
that their patented and ‘TUV certified’
products will find many more interesting
applications.
T +44 (0)121 526 6060
info@floorstak.com
www.floorstak.com
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Outdoor Building News

Lendon always on hand to help with all your marine shipping container needs
Lendon Containers is based in the Clapham Common
area of London, the company was founded over 20
years ago by the company’s namesake Lendon Meaby.
Lendon Containers sell and rent marine shipping
containers and has built a strong reputation for its
containers and boasts an impressive portfolio of satisfied
customers throughout a variety of different sectors
including: The Army, Local Authorities, Leisure Facilities,
Construction, Parks and Garden Centres, Hospitals,
Static Storage Centres, Schools, and Utility Companies.
Shipping containers are an extremely cost-effective and
flexible storage solution as they are easily transported,
opposed to other storage facilities such as warehouse
storage. The company’s containers are not solely hired
or purchased for their storage capabilities and have

been converted by many clients for a whole host of
different applications and purposes, including generator
units, laboratories, clubhouses, secure site offices,
chemical stores, pop-up bars and food stalls.
In terms of the range, Lendon Containers provides
containers for hire and for purchase. The containers are
extremely competitively priced and can be rented from
as little as £9 a week, plus VAT. Containers available
for rent are either 20ft or 40ft x 8ft x 8ft 6ins or 20ft
ISO containers. Hiring a 20ft container offers nearly 14
square metres – 32 cubic metres – of space.
Maintaining an experienced team, Lendon Containers
can help customers with the entire conversion process;
from the design of the container right the way through to

Phone: 01738 850203
Email: caroline@scotiacabins.co.uk
Wester Greenside Farm, Newburgh
Road, Abernethy, Perth PH2 9LJ

fitting it out and transporting it to the customer’s location.
Regardless how big or small the project is, the team at
Lendon Containers is always on hand and will guide
its customers through every step of the way. There are
many examples of previous conversions available for
customers, with sample materials and styles available.
A great solution for cost-effective, simple and
transportable storage or a unique conversion facility –
Lendon Containers provides a plethora of options for
customers.
Contact
T +44 (0)20 7350 1940
info@lendoncontainers.co.uk
www.lendoncontainers.co.uk

Scotia Cabins
Scotia Cabins are based in Scotland, and
cover the whole of the UK, allowing you
and your customers to access the very
best in bbq cabins, garden rooms, and self
catering accommodation buildings.
Being the only UK manufacturer of bbq
cabins, and one of the few who make
outdoor buildings in the UK, you can be
assured of not only the highest quality of
build, but also of safety. With the longest
warranty on the buildings available on the

market, investing in a cabin from Scotia,
will be one of the smartest, and wisest
decisions you will make.

areas as well. What could be a more
exciting environment for children (and
adults) to learn in?

With 4 main sizes of bbq cabin, there is one
for every size of garden. With our garden
rooms, these start at 8m sq, and go up
to 30m sq (can be bigger too if needed!)
There are 3 options for self catering cabins,
giving you many ways to give yourself
a USP, and we are also able to offer our
cabins as classrooms and outdoor learning

To discuss what you are looking for, get in
touch today, for a personal conversation
about how we can help you another
dimension to your home or business
Contact
info@scotiacabins.co.uk
www.scotiacabins.co.uk

The UK’s only dedicated glamping site designers
Scotland’s Premier Cabin Company
Bringing the outside, inside
You deserve the best cabin possible,
to relax in, be safe in, to work in and
to provide all this, and more to your
own business too.

that 1-2-1, celebrity service.

As Scotland’s only supplier of UK
made, trademarked cabins, we
can provide this service, with all the
personal touches you get working
with a local, family run business.

With 4 areas of expertise, in
BBQ Cabins, Garden Studios,
Classroom Cabins and Self-Catering
Accommodation, you have a variety
of options to fit your space and
plans. Your cabin will be bespoke to
you, thus giving that personal touch
even more.

With the longest guarantee on the
market, you can be reassured of
getting a quality cabin, along with

A warm welcome awaits, giving you
the chance to try the cabins on for
size, and find the right one for you.

Glampitect specialises in designing
glamping sites in the UK. Our clients
benefit from our experience in concept
design, technical drawing and planning
permission preparation and submission.
The reason we know all of this is
because we own our own glamping
site, so have been through all of these
processes ourselves.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Boxed steel chassis with tow eye
Fully insulated to new build
standard
Hard wood windows and French
doors double glazed to new build
standard,
Exterior oak cladding , which
means no painting and
maintenance
Underfloor heating and log burner
Bathroom with walk in shower

0117 986 9685

•
•
•
•
•
•

We can also design and manage your
website & market your business online,
in order to increase the likelihood of
regular bookings in order to maximise
your return on investment.
Glampitect can connect you with
many of the UK’s finest glamping
manufacturers, whether your are
interested in Glamping pods, Yurts, bell
or Safari tents.
We recently developed a calculator tool,
which can estimate the total cost of your
dream glamping site build and suggest
return on investment. For more inform
please follow the link below.

The UK’s Shepherd Hut Specialist
Our huts have the following:

This means that we also understand the
ins & outs and dos & don’ts of running a
successful glamping business.

Kitchen with gas hob and
integrated microwave
Full size double bed (4’6” x 6’6”)
Tv and aerial
Gas boiler that runs at 12 litres a
minute.
Colours are the choice of
customers, as are blind designs.
We do bespoke builds and client
can choose their size, although our
standard size hut at 20’ x 7” is the
most popular.

From information provided in the
calculator tool, Glampitect can produce
a feasibility study to determine how
likely your site would be to gain
planning permission and return a profit.
See information opposite.
Contact
www.Glampitect.co.uk

Greendown Shepherd Huts Ltd was set up by Harry long
and Richard Hodges in 2017 and initially located themselves
in a workshop on a farm in Saltford. Harry is the craftsman
who has made it all possible whose skills compliment
those of Richard who manages all other aspects of the
business with his finance skills. After 18 months on the farm,
Greendown have moved to bigger premises in Keynsham
where production has been ramped up to meet the
increasing demand.
In the beginning quality was the key word, and that is
our mantra. Our huts have evolved to some of the best
quality on the market, and increasingly Greendown have
specialised in producing huts for the hospitality market with
its Bed and Breakfast Hut.
With a lifespan of 20 to 40 years plus, this can be earning
you money for years. We have found that there is a niche
market emerging with people looking for other ways to earn
income. If you a have a small piece of land this could be
the perfect solution, and being mobile, some planning rules
can be avoided, although we always advise speak to an
expert about planning. With this hut, your guests can eat,
sleep and wash with full bathroom facilities. Standard model
come fully furnished with blinds, oak steps, log burner,
underfloor heating (suitable for all year round use) and
within hours of delivery can be earning you money.
T 0117 986 9685
www.greendownshepherdhuts.co.uk

www.greendownshepherdhuts.co.uk
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Heating News

Ignite your dream designs with Artizan Lifestyle
Established well over a decade ago, Artizan Lifestyle
specialises in wood and gas burning fires and renewable
energy solutions. Boasting a small but highly skilled team,
Artizan Lifestyle prides itself on its leading expertise in the
design and installation of beautiful fireplaces for both small
and large projects. Working with residential and commercial
customers, Artizan Lifestyle has a true artistic flair, and uses
its creativity to constantly update and develop its extensive
portfolio.
With a large showroom in Wokingham, Artizan Lifestyle
has a team of skilled designers to help realise your ideas,
bringing your dreams to life through hand drawn sketches
and computer-generated images to make sure you
receive exactly what you’ve envisaged. Furthermore,
Artizan Lifestyle’s team of skilled and professional
installers help to ensure you are more than happy with
the end result.

“I saw the E-Focus fireplace at the 100% Design show last
year, and people were stopping in their tracks to look at it.
That’s how stunning they are, and they’re sure to be a great
hit as people invest in their homes and other spaces.”
Underpinning this vast range of products and services is
an ongoing commitment to outstanding customer service
and an acute attention to detail. “This consistent attention to
detail is what truly sets us apart. We always aim to exceed
our customers’ expectations, keeping them in the loop
throughout the process. We regularly receive feedback from
customers about how friendly and helpful our teams of
engineers are.

“We’re looking to increase our service offering moving
forward, keeping customers happy and adapting to
the changing marketplace, ensuring we continue to do
things that other companies can’t. We want to make their
dreams a reality and make sure their design happens. So
many people want the aesthetic appeal of these beautiful
fireplaces in their homes, to really offer the ‘wow’ factor, and
that’s what we’re aiming for.”

“These are a really great opportunity to see the fireplaces in
person and get the full effect of their beauty.”

Although trade shows have on the whole been postponed
for this year, Artizan Lifestyle has previously attended a
number of large events, including Grand Designs, 100%
Design, Homebuilding and Renovating, and Ideal Home.

Contact
T 01344 356900
office@artizanlifestyle.com
www.artizanlifestyle.com

If you would like to find out more information on everything
Artizan Lifestyle has to offer, head to the website.
Alternatively, don’t hesitate to get in touch using the contact
details below to speak to a member of Artizan Lifestyle’s
friendly team.

Supplying to and working with architects, builders
and designers, Artizan Lifestyle’s fireplaces provide
an aesthetically appealing and welcoming gathering
place in a home or commercial establishment, offering
warmth and visual allure to encourage conversation and
relaxation for everyone in the vicinity.
“As well as manufacturing the equipment for and
installing these wood burning and gas burning fires,
we are also seeing increasing growth in the renewable
energy side of the company,” said Lynda Taylor, Sales
Director. “It has been growing steadily over the years
and in the last 12 months it has seen a significant jump
in popularity. We’re constantly evolving to keep up with
any governmental changes. The pressure is on across
the world to be using renewable energy, so this area
is only going to continue growing and become more
prominent.” These renewable energies include ground
source and air source heat pumps, and domestic and
commercial biomass systems.

As a specialist in tailored domestic heat pump systems,
Artizan Lifestyle uses only the best components and
technology in the design and installation of heat
pump systems, and every product comes with a full
manufacturer’s warranty. Heat pumps are recognised
as a renewable technology by both UK and EU
Governments, providing an effective and energy-efficient
alternative to traditional heating systems. Artizan Lifestyle
offers the latest technology to heat your home and hot
water using energy absorbed from the outdoor air (air
source) or ground (ground source). These heat pumps
are an established and proven technology, supported
by Government incentives and offering an economically
viable and flexible domestic heating solution.
Artizan Lifestyle also offers high quality biomass
systems. The company is an accredited MCS, HETAS,
Fgas and OFTEC installer, with many years’ experience
in the installation of solid fuel (wood and coal) heating
systems, so the transition to solid biomass was a natural
process. After installing its first biomass boiler in 2008,
the company has seen an increasing number of projects
completed and accredited for RHI payments.
Recently, two of Artizan Lifestyle’s high-end designer
fireplace manufacturers, Kalfire and Focus Fires, released
two fireplaces which are truly ahead of the game,
featuring a holographic electric flame that looks like the
real thing. “Because new homes are so airtight now, you
often don’t need the heat of a real fire, but that doesn’t
mean you should miss out on their aesthetic appeal.
These two fires give you the beautiful image of a real
burning fire, but without the maintenance required or
flue.
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Infrastructure News

Hadspen Quarry Ltd
Hadspen Quarry Ltd is a supplier of British Blue Lias
Limestone used traditionally for walling, Hadspen
Quarry has now launched a range of Blue Lias
flooring, worktops, wall tiles, cobbles and much
more.
Excavated directly from one of their two quarries in
Somerset, Hadspen Quarry is a family run business
with a keen eye for attention to detail ensuring you
get the quality needed for your project.
The versatile and luxurious qualities of British
limestone means it can be combined with an array
of other materials throughout any project to create

spaces that are unique, organic and well designed.
Natural stone can be used as a finish not only on the
exterior as a walling or cladding stone but also lends
itself incredibly well to interiors. It never goes out of
style and the recent boom in the return to the use of
natural British stone is the proof in the pudding.
Hadspen Quarry’s range of Blue Lias Flooring,
Wall Tiles, Flagstones, Walling Stone and Cobbles
have been used extensively at the prestigious
new development The Newt In Somerset, as well
as other projects both big and small. They supply
and deliver custom-made Blue Lias flooring for

customers across the UK. For a rustic cottage look
the leathered blue lias is a good match for time
worn flagstones, while the flamed & brushed finish
is a new flagstone look.
For a modern aesthetic the two honed options, either
our marble bed or fossil bed of Blue Lias provides
a contemporary finish while retaining the classic
timeless look of a British Limestone floor.
If you need expert advice to help choose the
perfect stone for your project, don’t hesitate to
get in touch with the team on 01963 351205 or
email: info@hadspenquarry.co.uk

Heartlands Metal
Craft Ltd

Heartlands Metal Craft Ltd, based
in the West Midlands, the heart
of manufacturing, offers quality
manufactured gates from wrought iron
designs, to steel framed composite clad
gates, plus aluminium and wooden
options. We also have a vast range
of gates and railings from our unique
Period Cast Iron Range, inspired by
the 19th Century designs originating
in Falkirk, Scotland, at the famous Sun
Foundry circa 1892.
Heartlands Metal Craft offers a full
comprehensive nationwide installation
service for all our products detailed
above and below including gate
automation and access control. As
automation specialists, Heartlands
provides quality installations exceeding
compliance to today’s regulations in
safety and quality build. Our extensive
knowledge in gate automation and
access control equipment will deliver you
with the best effective system design for
your chosen entrance gate, and control
from initial assessments through to a
thorough handover on completion of our
installations.
With our production range extending
to balconies, indoor and outdoor
balustrades here at Heartlands, we
believe we are a company with best
practice in operation from receipt of
the initial enquiries to site surveys, CAD
drawings for customer design approval
through to quality production and
installation.
Please don’t hesitate to contact us
for further information at: www.
heartlands.co.uk or call 01384 900260
or email: info@heartlands.co.uk
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Doors & Windows News

Timber window & Zoo Architectural Hardware
door specialists
Zoo Hardware Ltd are designers and suppliers of
architectural door hardware including door handles,
knobs, locks, cylinders, door closers, hinges and more.
All of their products are produced to the highest quality
in aluminium, brass, steel and zinc.

Every item they produce is selected for its quality and
value for money and they never compromise quality
for cheaper prices. Zoo Hardware are confident in their
belief that they can offer some of the highest quality
products at the most competitive prices on the market.
Their in-house design team is fully qualified in all
aspects of design and production and they constantly
aim to supply innovative, stylish and cost-effective
hardware solutions settling for nothing less than top

Arden Windows is a manufacturer and
installer of high performance timber windows
and timber door sets. Established in 1985,
the Coventry based company has grown
significantly since its inception and is at the
forefront of modern timber window and door
technology.
With an extensive range of products, Arden
Windows provides a selection of madeto-measure timber windows alongside a
comprehensive range of external single,
double and bi-fold doors. Providing bespoke
design, installation and refurbishment services
throughout the whole UK, Arden Windows
is well equipped with the expertise to meet
the most specific requirements for both
performance and aesthetics.
Due to the company’s array of capabilities,
Arden Windows provides its service for a diverse
customer base. “We have a varied base. I would
say that around 70% of customers are for new
builds, 20% refurbishment and 10% are private
developers,” said John Sidebottom, Sales &
Marketing Director.
In attendance at the London Build Expo in 2019,
Arden Windows showcased their impressive
range of products and services. “The show
went really well for us!” John expressed, “Two
weeks prior we attended another event and
we were really surprised at the overwhelming
positive experience we received in comparison
at the London Build Show. We met a lot of
potential new customers and several new leads
have come from it.”

quality. Design facilities at
their head office means they
can create, manufacture and
deliver state-of-the-art products
to stay in-tune with current
design trends and ahead of the
competition.
The Zoo Hardware product
ranges cover all aspects of
architectural ironmongery,
including: Vier – a precision
design range of levers, hinges,
door closers, DIN locks and cylinders created for
the exacting needs of Architects, Specifiers and
Contractors; Fulton & Bray – traditional and classic

brass door hardware and
accessories ideal for period and
contemporary properties; Rosso
Maniglie – an Italian inspired zinc
designer lever and accessories
range perfect for home owners
and housebuilders; and Foxcote
Foundries – a wide range of
traditional black antique door
furniture and window fittings.
View their full range of products
at: www.zoohardware.co.uk or
call one of their friendly sales team on: +44 (0)1228
672900 to discuss your requirements or to request
a catalogue.

The No1 specifying &
scheduling product
RapidSpec
automatically
produces a door
schedule document
with detailed, scaled
and dimensioned
drawing. You can
duplicate any door
set in a project, make
adjustments and prices
will be recalculated
automatically. You can duplicate
an entire project, with one click!
It really is, RAPID!
Time is money. RapidSpec was
designed and developed for
professionals who know the value
of their time. It takes just a minute
to specify a customised door
type with door, frame, and vision
panels. Locate an existing door
set, from any customer, within
seconds.
Save money from day one
RapidSpec saves you money
immediately. Increasing
productivity, reducing errors and
waste. It is an investment that door
specifiers and manufacturers can

rely on. Our clients confirm that
the savings in time and wasted
materials far exceed the annual
cost of RapidSpec.
FREE Training Included
RapidSpec is an intuitive tool.
Operators need just two hours
of on-site training to get them
up and running; producing
project quotations the same day.
RapidSpec has been carefully
developed over a period of 20
years. The concept of RapidSpec
was always to put ease-of-use,
speed and error free output, as the
priority.
Contact
T 03337 000017
info@rapidspec.co.uk

Contact us: info@rapidspec.co.uk
Free Tel: 03337 000017

Having gained 30/40 inquires since the London
Build Expo, Arden Windows experienced an
extremely positive experience for exposure
and networking opportunities. Displaying
their award winning timber products,
John explained that the show was a great
experience for the company to demonstrate
their services and top quality products. “All of
our products are secured by design, durable
and sustainable. We use top quality timber
which is FSC accredited and we make sure to
use environmentally friendly solutions, such
as using water based paint. We are also fully
accredited for installation of our products,” said
John.
In terms of recent developments for the
company, John told us that, “We were awarded
the Product Design in Wood Award by the
British Woodworking Federation in 2018.”
T 0247 663 2423
www.ardenwindows.net
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Building Products & Services News

Luxury composite decking
Trekker FSC® certified timber
(FSC-C009500) composite decking
and cladding products are made
in Europe in a state-of-the-art,
environmentally aware facility which
runs by solar energy and uses
stored rainwater for cooling during
the manufacturing process.
The boards are of solid construction
and made entirely from recycled
wood fibre and polymer, and are
themselves fully recyclable.

Luxury composite decking is a
modern alternative to timber
decking. The product not only looks
like wood but can also be worked
like wood without the need to
protect it from water ingress. Due to
its innovative structure, the practical
yet aesthetically pleasing collection
will not warp, splinter or rot,
delivering a durable outdoor surface
that will withstand the elements all
year round. A UV finish is applied
to the board to protect against

colour fading and makes it suitable
for areas that are more inclined to
catch the sun.
Trekker composite decking products
are suitable for both commercial
and residential areas.
To request samples or to
place an order, please contact
us on 01524 737000 or email:
info@trekkerglobal.com or visit
us at: www.trekkerglobal.com

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS IN BUSINESS 1995 - 2020

Hygienic Coatings

Fast Cure MMA

Decorative Flooring

Lining & Demarcation

Slip Resistant Systems

Chemical Resistance

Resbuild House, Unit 4 Durham Lane, Armthorpe, Doncaster, DN3 3FE

Tel +44 (0)1302 300822

sales@resbuild.co.uk

www.resbuild.co.uk

Would you like to
read a genuine
success story?
Space-Plug has
gone from a
former fitter’s
brainchild to
sales in excess of
3.5 million units!
That former fitter,
entrepreneur
and Managing
Director of
Space-Plug Ltd,
Cliff Petit, told
us, “I’m over
the moon! In
all honesty the
concept had
been in my head
for such a long
time. It’s actually
been 25 years
in the making…
But it’s now well and truly made!”
Space-Plug’s approach might be unusual in the modern
world but it seems the old school business plan of not
spending it until you’ve made it is paying off for them.
Cliff’s brother and business partner Nige recounted, “It
seems like yesterday we were thrilled taking half a dozen
packs to the post office… last year I had the logistical
nightmare of creating 24 pallets of retail stock in the
lounge of my 2 bed flat!”
But this year
they are set to
break out of
the ‘Cottage
Industry’ style
of business and
the company is
looking to gear
up in earnest
with plans for
major investment
directly from
company funds.
Cliff reports,
“Taking a bit of
time to build a
business has
proven to be the
right move. There is such a trend to look for the instant
gratification of major investment but avoiding that means
we are now able to invest in major growth without any
leverage against future profits safe in the knowledge that
Space-Plug is hugely popular with an ever growing list
of delighted users.” He continues, “Space-Plug hits 5 star
reviews across the board and the ‘Orange Doofer’ fan
club just keeps growing. As someone who’s done the job I
know, if you’re not into Space-Plug you’re just missing out!”
These brothers are definitely doing things in their own
way with their own light-hearted manner. “The company
was started with just £3,000 borrowed from the bank of
Dad!” states Cliff smiling. “This year Space-Plug is growing
fast and our joint investment plan with our fantastic new
manufacturer based in Sussex, Masona Plastics is looking
to top £200,000!”
Their plans as well as the new manufacturing partnership
include, new commercial management input, new tooling
for the Mk II plug, new automated packing machinery,
new patent applications, new products, new SKUs, new
territories, new markets, new distribution, new media, a
new website and of course many new customers.
This really is a genuine, old school, British success story
and we’re wishing Space-Plug, Cliff and Nige the best of
luck that it continues.
plugs@space-plug.com
www.space-plug.com
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Simple on-site solutions to treat
concrete wash water & wastewater
Building and
Construction
Review is proud
to feature
Kelly Tanks
for our BCR
Recommends
profile.
Kelly Tanks
offers
innovative and
cost-effective
concrete
washout
and water
treatment solutions for the construction industry.
Its well-established CWS Concrete Washout is the
product of choice for washing off concrete wagons
and equipment. Following the CWS’ success and
increased demand, Kelly Tanks has consistently
released new products each year to help ensure
safe and compliant waste treatment on building
sites across the UK.
“We’re focused on innovating new solutions and
continuous improvement on our existing products,”
said Kelly Bryant, Director. “Our products are
designed to make it as simple as possible for sites
to benefit from efficient waste water recycling or
disposal. Other products on the market can be
complicated and create extra problems for the user,

units can be
fitted to most
tanks and
positioned
as required
without the
need for large,
specialised
equipment.

so we have designed ours to alleviate this and make
it easy for sites to do the right thing.”
Building on the triumphs of its systems for concrete
washout and the separation of solids and liquids
in wastewater, Kelly Tanks have launched a range
of Modular Dosing Units. Used for monitoring and
controlling pH levels and/or providing proportional
chemical dosing, their unique design means the

This innovative
product
range is
complemented
by a
commitment
to excellent customer service. “As a company we
pride ourselves in putting the customer first. We
are proud of our fast, nimble approach in providing
our customer with exactly what they need. As well
as our equipment, we can supply familiarisation
training, testing services and full onsite water
management teams. We also design and build
bespoke systems to ensure our customer always
receive the best equipment for their application.”
It’s this admirable work ethic which has helped Kelly
Tanks build its reputation over the last several years,
and after the construction industry experienced

some uncertain weeks at the beginning of the
COVID-19 pandemic, Kelly Tanks is now more in
demand than ever. “Things have become extremely
busy, not only with returning customers coming
back but a lot of new customers as well. We’ve
upped fabrication to keep up with the demand for
our products, putting us in a really good position to
supply our customers with the great products and
services they have come to expect from us.”
If you’d like to find out more information on Kelly
Tanks’ full range of products, head to the website or
get in touch using the contact details below.
T 01889 508944
info@kellytanks.co.uk
www.kellytanks.co.uk

Armatherm™
Thermal Bridging
Solutions
Thermal bridges
are highly
conductive
structural elements
that create heat
transfer between
the exterior
and interior of
the building thermal envelope. Thermal bridging occurs
through any material that is more conductive than the
insulation surrounding it. The conductive heat transfer due
to thermal bridging has been recognised as a considerable
factor in building envelope heat loss. Thermal bridging
through steel and concrete structures can therefore have
a significant impact on a building’s energy performance.
Thermal bridging can reduce the R value of a wall
assembly by as much as 50% by interrupting continuous
insulation. Reducing heat flow through a building’s thermal
envelope reduces energy consumption as well as potential
condensation issues. To achieve higher R values, thermal
bridging and air leakage must be minimised. As early as
2006, many European countries had already instituted
improved energy rating systems for new buildings to better
control and reduce domestic energy consumption. Nearly
10 years ago, in response to an EU initiative to improve the
energy performance of buildings even further, Armadillo
Ltd developed its first thermal break material, Armatherm™
to prevent heat loss due to thermal bridging. Since 2011,
drawing on Armadillo Ltd’s experience, Armatherm™ has
been working with architects and structural engineers
in North America to improve building design details and
reduce heat loss due to thermal bridging within the building
thermal envelope.
T 01274 591115
Sales@armadillonv.com
www.armatherm.co.uk
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Environmental News

New Blue Roof CPD article from
Optigreen
Green roofs are already
known for their ability to
attenuate water, but this can
now be enhanced with blue
roof technology. Here the
roof not only stores water
but is also able to delay
water discharge after a
high intensity rainfall event
and release it at a predetermined rate.
Optigreen’s newly approved
RIBA article ‘Blue Roofs: what
are they and how are they
used’ looks at how this can

Retrofitting roofs with Solar PV
When maintaining or upgrading buildings, clients
are constantly looking to make the smartest
investment and improve energy efficiency. By
retrofitting photovoltaic (PV) panels onto a roof it
can not only produce cheap, clean electricity for
the building’s use, but also help landlords and
building owners reduce their carbon emissions
and hit the standards and regulations for energy
efficiency in buildings such as MEES (minimum
energy efficiency standards) that came in to play
for landlords this April.
The roof survey stage of a refurbishment project
is the ideal occasion for surveyors to propose an
on-site rooftop solar PV solution to a client as it
creates a great opportunity to review and discuss
the suitability of a solar PV installation.

be achieved practically and
why this type of specification
is likely to become more
commonplace in the future.

T 0203 5899 400
Marketing@optigreen.
co.uk
www.optigreen.co.uk

Near Zero Energy homes FOR SALE in Yorkshire

Arguably the most fundamental considerations
when contemplating a PV retrofit to a flat roof
are weight loadings and design calculations;
however, another significant factor is ensuring
that waterproofing membranes are in a suitable
condition, that waterproofing warranties will
not be impacted, and the life expectancy of the
waterproofing system matches that of the new

technology.
Discounting this consideration could potentially
result in the array needing to be removed early
in order to reinstate the integrity of the roof.
Thus, the ideal time to add photovoltaics is
to do it simultaneously when refurbishing the
waterproofing system.
For more information on how Bauder can
support your rooftop renewable energy
proposal to a client, call +44 (0)845 271 8800.

Renewable energy support for
architects and builders
isoenergy specialises in the conceptual planning,
detailed design, supply and installation of highquality renewable energy systems. Established
over ten years ago, our highly experienced team
provide professional guidance and support to
any architect who is planning to incorporate
renewable energy into their client’s designs.
An experienced renewables partner
We have worked alongside renowned
architectural practices on over a thousand projects
in the UK. Our projects range from large newbuild residential and commercial properties to
Grade I Listed country houses and estates.

FOR
SALE
kevin@purehaus.co.ukwww.purehaus.co.uk

We offer clients a full end-to-end service; assisting
them from a project’s conception through to the
ongoing maintenance of the system. For others,
we may support them only with their project
planning, their system design or their installation.
We are flexible, and will fit with you and your

project at any stage.
Reliability at every step
Established in 2006, we are proud to have gone
from strength-to-strength, whilst we have watched
many sustainable energy companies fall by the
wayside. We pride ourselves on our exceptional
customer service and the quality of our work,
taking full liability for our designs.
Ensuring high standards for heat pumps
We understand the difficulties that architects
and professionals face when employing multiple
partners on one project. Working with isoenergy’s
in-house, professional team streamlines this
process, offering the reliable, one-stop solution
that many of our competitors cannot provide.
We directly employ our own project staff, and only
use sub-contractors where they bring specialist
skills to the team. This allows us to retain the
exceptional standards that we are known for
across the board from initial consultation to
design, installation and ongoing servicing and
maintenance.
“In the past we have used other renewable
energy companies, but we have learnt through
experience that isoenergy give a better service
and end product.”
– Ben Ingham Thomas,
Ian Adam-Smith Architects
T 01293 821345
www.isoenergy.co.uk
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Drainage News

Value engineered stormwater attenuation tanks
We are proud to feature Tubosider UK Ltd for our
BCR Recommends profile, for the manufacture of
its leading corrugated steel pipes for their value
engineered storm water management systems,
culverts and tunnels.
Based in St Helens, Merseyside, Tubosider is
committed to finding the most effective solution,
designed to meet engineer’s specifications and site
requirements. All Tubosider systems are designed
by its expert design team and made to order at the
company’s St Helens factory in Merseyside.
“We continue to go from strength to strength,
ensuring we keep pace with the requirements of the

drainage market,” said Anne Duckworth, Managing
Director. “For more than 30 years we’ve supplied the
industry with corrugated steel culverts and bespoke
stormwater attenuation tanks used in underground
drainage systems. These are supplied in Galvanised
Steel or alternatively with an additional Trenchcoat
finish for an extended design life. The versatility of
a Tubosider system can lead to a reduction in the
number of manholes and associated drainage runs
required compared to other drainage systems,
whilst still providing full accessibility.
Working directly with Tubosider’s design team the
customer can create a stormwater system that
meets their specific needs, Tubosider can offer an

infinite number of layouts using pipes from 0.3m to
3.6m diameter.
In addition to the above benefits, as all tanks are
manufactured and factory-fitted with access shafts,
ladders, inlet, outlet connections and flow control
accessories, there is no need for fabrication work
to be carried out on site. This brings additional cost
savings reducing installation time, which is mostly a
simple, speedy pipe laying exercise
Tubosider will be attending FloodEx on 26-27
February, promoting its drainage systems, be sure
to go along and see what they have to offer. For
more information and to stay up to date with all

of Tubosider’s latest developments, head to the
website or get in touch using the contact details
below.
T 01744 452900
info@tubosider.co.uk
www.tubosider.co.uk

Leading services
in the water
industry
HD Services
Ltd was first
established in
1984 by current
company
Director, Frank
Harris. Based in
Buckinghamshire,
the company
operate
throughout the
South East and
specialise in the
design, supply,
installation and
maintenance
of sewage treatment systems, open-loop ground
source heat pump systems, water supply boreholes,
soakaways and drainage – all the utilities a selfbuilder may require.
Customer service is at the forefront of the company
which is why they provide on-hand advice and
support on dealing with the Environment Agency,
applying for the domestic Renewable Heat Incentive,
and in regards to the several different services they
provide. HD Services have been recognised for their
exceptional products and services, receiving regional
awards at the South East Green Deal and ECO Awards
2015, the Energy Efficiency and Retrofit Awards in 2016,
the Energy Efficiency and Health Homes Awards 2017
and the Energy Efficiency Awards 2018.
Having won awards for their renewable heat
installations, we asked Rebecca Taylor, Business
Development Manager, what the benefits were. “We
strongly believe that the open-loop ground source
heat pump systems we design and install are not
only the most efficient way to heat your home in
our operational area, but also do less damage to
the aquifers than drilling for closed-loop borehole
systems, as predominantly these use the rotary drilling
method. We aim to provide the highest quality openloop ground source heat pump service available in
South East England.”
T +44 (0)1494 792000
enquiries@thehdgroup.co.uk
www.hdservicesltd.co.uk
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Health & Safety & Equipment News

Established in September 2016, DCON Safety
Consultants is a leading independently-owned
Built Environmental Safety, Health & Wellbeing
Consultancy based in Dublin city centre.
Managing director Diarmuid Condon explains
more.
The consultancy prioritises and specialises in
the highest levels of informed and intelligent
advice, senior project resource allocations and
compliance assurance. It knows that every

project with potential benefits also has potential
risks with the art of planning centring on the
coordination of these two zones of uncertainty.
DCON’s team of highly-experienced construction
professionals consistently ensure your best
interest and statutory conformity.
DCON is committed to understanding the
specific needs, goals and desires of each
individual client and project. Upon gaining this
special understanding, it commits itself to the
implementation of a design and construction
management plan that will meet or exceed
these requirements. Honesty, integrity, trust and
professionalism are the cornerstone of every job.
The company’s greatest resource is its

exceptional team of technical construction
and safety consultants who provide teamoriented services on an as needed basis.
DCON’s consultants and alliances with other key
individuals and organisations allow it to support
clients in all divisions of design and construction
safety.

design quality to realise your vision. Our controls
approach is rigorous, tackling the big issues
head on.
Contact
www.dconsafety.com

With DCON, the client is assured of top-level
focus from its team of professionals. Bringing
recent Lessons Learned from its projects, the
company has delivered Pre-Planning & Post
Planning Health & Safety and PSDP | CDM
Consultancy services to multiple sectors,
understanding and managing key success
factors and risks. DCON Safety Consultants is
relentless in supporting safe outcomes and safe

BCAL Consulting

BCAL Consulting is a Structural and
Civil Engineering practice based in
Wellingborough, Northamptonshire. It was
established in 1983 and has expanded to
include very successful Principle Designer
and CDM adviser services. BCAL Consulting
has the skills and organisation to lead
projects from inception to completion. We
advise on all stages of the construction
engineering process, from pre-acquisition
assessments to post occupancy. We work
on projects throughout the country and are
situated in an ideal geographical position to
be able to travel to sites easily.
Our experience has enabled us to develop
a clear objective to provide efficient and
well-engineered design solutions within
a framework of effective cost control,
with an uncompromising commitment to
quality and service. We take pride in the
fact that a significant portion of our work
is repeat business from satisfied clients, or
recommendations from fellow professionals.
We believe this is testimony to the quality of
service and commitment we offer to each
and every commission.
BCAL Consulting is at the leading edge of
the use of Building Information Modelling
(BIM) and the production of ‘Digital Twins’
alongside the physically constructed project.
We invest heavily in the latest software and
training to ensure that we can add value
to a project. BIM enables the information
exchange throughout the design team to
ensure an effective and efficient design.
At BCAL Consulting we pride ourselves on
the service we give to our clients.
If you have a project you would like a
quote for, please get in contact either
by phone on 01933 440024 or email:
enquiries@bcal.co.uk

Civil & Structural Engineers
Consultancy Solutions for:
Structural Engineering
Civil Engineering
Flood Risk
Transport Assessments
CDM/Principal Designer
Project Management
Digital Design/BIM Management
Visit us on LinkedIn to see some of the current projects BCAL is
working on.

BCALCONSULTING

Orient House, Church Way, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire NN8 4HJ

Telephone: 01933 440024 Web: www.bcal.co.uk
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Bathrooms News
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Timber Building News

WJ Timber Treatments launches new 100% non-toxic fire retardant
BURNBLOCK is a non-toxic and highly effective
fire-retardant formula. A water-based treatment that
is composed of 100% natural ingredients, BURNBLOCK
is fully biodegradable – a UK first in treating sawn
timbers.
Tested and certified to the highest European fire
ratings by the most recognised institutes in Europe,
BURNBLOCK is one of the most innovative and
environmentally friendly fire-retardant businesses in
the world. Institutions that have certified the treatment
include RI.SE (SP-Fire) in Sweden, MPA in Germany and
BRE in Great Britain.
Exclusively available in the UK at WJ Timber Treatments,
BURNBLOCK treated timber effectively extends the

length of time between initial ignition and the point
where a fire is out of control, providing more time for
people to escape in the event of a fire. It also limits
costs in terms of damage caused.
It works by effectively preventing oxygen – one of
the three elements required for ignition and fire
continuance, from reaching the treated object. Without
oxygen in the chain reaction, the risk of ignition is
greatly reduced and the speed at which any flame
spreads is vastly decreased.
BURNBLOCK has also been tested in order to prove
and substantiate its environmental credentials. The
solution holds a neutral pH value of 7.2 and none of its
elements contain toxic substances. As a result, nothing

found in the BURNBLOCK solution is included on the list
of Substances of Very High Concern (SVHC).
Applied in a specialist facility using the latest highpressure treatment technology, BURNBLOCK is applied
via an impregnation process, through the use of an
autoclave. The treatment is clear and invisible, leaving
no staining or grease on the material as a result.
All substantiating documentation is provided with
each treatment in order to provide customers with the
assurances in relation to both quality and compliance.
T 01482 338950
info@wj-group.co.uk
www.wj-group.co.uk

Charred Timber:
Traditional
inspiration for
contemporary
architectural
design

The ancient Japanese art of charring timber is
inspiring contemporary architecture and design.
The controlled process was traditionally used to
give an aged effect to new timbers. It strengthens
the contrast between the grain, increases
resilience and adds to the innate character of the
wood.
Charred timber specialist
Exterior Solutions Ltd are charred timber
specialists. In 2005, we developed the Shou
Sugi Ban® charred timber range; inspired by
tradition and developed for modern tastes. Our
professional team handcraft each plank of wood
to create bespoke charred finishes on a range of
timbers. The manufacturing process is carried out
in-house, with precision and care.

Mercers Timber Frame Consultancy
offers timber frame design,
engineering and construction
Specialising in bespoke timber
frames, Mercers is the ideal partner
for self build homes in Sussex, Kent,
Surrey and throughout the UK
01435 874815
info@mercerstimberframes.co.uk
www.mercerstimberframes.co.uk

With knowledge of timber and charring
techniques, our team create an extensive range
of finishes to suit every project. To give a taste
of what is possible, the texture of Douglas Fir
allows for the timber to be saturated with colour;
we offer an exact match with any RAL colour. A
contrasting Larch grain can be enhanced with
charring for striking effects, while our Accoya®
range delivers a subtle finish.
Shou Sugi Ban® is suitable for interior design
features, as well as exterior cladding and hard
landscaping. It provides an eye-catching finish to
public, commercial and residential architecture,
as well as being a striking interior feature in
boutique hotels, restaurants and retail units. This
is a low maintenance building material that is
designed to impress.
Exterior Solutions Ltd can supply projects
from a few squared meters through to large
developments. We supply to international, as
well as UK-based projects. With every plank
processed on-site, we maintain stringent quality
controls and take considerable pride in our
craftsmanship.
Please contact us on 01494 711800 to request
a Shou Sugi Ban® brochure and charred timber
samples.
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Insurance Warranties News
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